
East Rochester Union Free School District
21-22 COVID Operations Guidance: Mask Optional Phase

UPDATED for 3/14/22

Pursuant to recent statements from our governor, our COVID plan is hereby modified to reflect that
mask wearing is recommended and encouraged by the Monroe County Health Department effective
March 2, 2022. This plan is subject to change. The premise of all the following directives aligned with
the health department is that vaccinations remain the most effective method of reducing the chances
of infection and, if infected, significantly reduced chances of severe COVID symptoms. With the
exception of mask-wearing now being optional, all other operational matters remain in place unless
otherwise noted.

Directive
Individuals are encouraged to mask, but mask wearing in school is no longer mandated by
New York State. Therefore, mask wearing within East Rochester Schools will be
recommended and encouraged but not mandated.

Health Screenings
Families are expected to continue to screen students at home prior to attending school each
day – if symptomatic, students and staff need to stay home and contact your healthcare
provider.

Families are expected to report positive COVID cases to the Monroe County’s online portal.

Monroe County DOH Protocols
We will follow Monroe County Health Department Guidelines regarding isolation and
quarantining.

Individuals in COVID isolation who wish to return to school between days 6-10 must wear a
mask. If they choose to not wear a mask, the individual cannot return to school before day 10.

Symptomatic isolation and quarantine protocols will remain in place, in accordance with
current Department of Health guidelines.

In the event of a bonafide exposure to a COVID-positive unmasked person by an unmasked
person within 6’ for more than 15 minutes, the district will encourage COVID testing.There are
no mandates to track potential exposures. Testing will be encouraged as a precaution in
certain situations. Any formal contact tracing will be the responsibility of the Monroe County
Health Department.

Masking
● Masks may be worn indoors by those choosing to do so.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://healthcalls.monroecounty.gov/hometest


● It is also strongly recommended (not required) that individuals who have been
exposed to COVID-19, in or out of school, wear a mask for 10 days following their
exposure.

● Individuals with pre-existing health conditions are encouraged to mask at all times. The district
shall make available masks for these individuals.

● Dr. Mendoza, Monroe County Health Department Director has reaffirmed that a person in a
well-fitting mask will not be considered to have a bonafide exposure to an unmasked COVID-
positive person.

● Social distancing will continue to be utilized including, but not limited to, breakfast and lunch
settings, physical education classes and band/chorus.

● Classrooms will continue to have cleaning kits and hand sanitizer.
● High touch surfaces will continue to be sanitized.
● Hand washing and sanitizing will be encouraged and practiced throughout the day.
● Masking on school bus transportation is also optional.
● Masking mandates for particular classrooms may be issued by local health

departments

COVID Testing
The New York State Department of Health continues to require COVID-19 testing be available
to unvaccinated students and mandated for employees who do not show proof of vaccination.
Contact our health offices for details. The district will also continue to send tests home with
students upon parent request, while supplies continue to be provided by state and local
agencies.

CONTACT TRACING:
The district will institute a group contact tracing pursuant to guidance released on March 1,
2022. If the district is made aware that a student in a particular classroom tests positive, a
general notification will be sent to the teachers and parents/guardians of students in that entire
class. This will be a general group update and will not be specific to a potential exposure. Due
to HIPPA requirements, no notifications about specific individuals will occur.

The notification will recommend (not require) that families utilize the rapid tests in order
to test children at home, once notified and then again five days later. Families who
need additional rapid tests may pick up these test kits during school hours at the
Single Point of Entry Office.  Students may also bring tests home with prior parental
approval.

This message will also recommend (not require) that students and adults
who are exposed wear a mask for 10 days.

The NYSDOH recommends exposed or potentially exposed individuals
follow NYSDOH Isolation and Quarantine Guidance for testing and
masking.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/02/quarantine-and-isolation-guidance-20220205_0.pdf


Sample Notice

*Given the nature of students changing classes, the district may revert to a
website-based notification system to avoid multiple direct notices for small numbers of
actual COVID-positive cases.

Athletics and Co-Curriculars
Masking will be optional for indoor events for spectators, athletes and coaches.

Remote Learning
Remote learning will not be an instructional option. Any student with a documented medical
diagnosis which prohibits them from being masked and in person, must consult with their
student’s principal.

Resource / Supportive Docs
NYSDOH School Guidance 3.1.22
NYSDOH School Guidance FAQ 3.1.22
ER Mask Optional Parent Resource Document
ER Mask Optional Staff Resource Document
Monroe County Mask Info 2.18.22
Finger Lakes Health Mask Information Sheet 2.18.22

Frequently Asked Questions (ER FAQs)

1.Does vaccination status impact whether a person needs to mask?
No.

2. What if I want my child to wear a mask?
Any individual may continue to wear masks, this will be an individual choice, subject to any
specific guidance above.

3. Will my child’s teacher or other students be wearing masks in classrooms?
We anticipate varying degrees of mask wearing in classrooms now that there is no mandate to
do so.

4. When will vaccinated students and employees be able to be unmasked in school?
Effective Date: March 2. 2022

5. Is the district required to offer remote learning to any student who requests it?
No. A remote option is not required by the state at this time. Each district does, however, need
to have a plan in place for a hybrid model or fully remote model, should it be directed to close
school by the state.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1waToLyi-U7ErmpZiOWQPm-SsNbtH15vh/view?usp=sharing
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-03.01.22.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/03/school-guidance-faqs-for-schools_03.01.22.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dG3q9GJCa5tkP0faahGxIEF3FMKR5fQa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iD8HeMBiDWYyNidSO7Jd-qTa0XwNt43s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rJSD6a3n-HstvYfi503bqFGh9Jg5qWAR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fG3i7eKuTpZvDYNsfnNiIPyRiY-GmKuw/view?usp=sharing


6. If a student is quarantined, will they continue to engage in learning?
Depending upon the length of the quarantine, a plan will be developed to support the student
during this short absence. An updated version of this plan will provide additional information if
this is a recurring issue.

7. Will scheduled events “return to normal,” once the mask mandate is lifted?
While the District has been, and continues to be, happy to welcome visitors back to campus,
we must continue to adhere to the COVID guidance that is still in place for K-12 school
districts. As such, each event request will be taken into consideration. The District will continue
to maximize physical distance as much as possible, especially during events that include
eating, and will focus decision making on adherence with current guidance for large
gatherings.

**The aforementioned guidelines are subject to change. Moving forward, we plan to review
our ER guidelines regularly or when directives change from NYSDOH or NYSED.


